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Introduction 
Welcome to the Installation and Evaluation Guide for Snow Distribution 5.1. 

This document explains the installation procedure as well as how to set up the environment before 

you are ready to start making distribution packages, and how to script and distribute your first 

application. 

What ôs New in Snow Distribution 5. 1 
 
¶ Support for Windows 7  

Snow Distribution now supports application distribution to Windows 7 based systems. 

 

¶ Uninstalling using /U or /US 

Snow Distribution now supports uninstalling applications which are distributed by Snow Distribution. 

This new uninstall method is based on a local repository which is created during the 

distribution/installation process on the local computer. To prevent logging of an application script to 

the repository, the Distribution Administrator must use the option 'DontUseRepository'. 

 

An application is uninstalled by using the switch /U or /US. Ex: Snow32.exe appname /U. The /US 

switch uninstalls the application using the Snow Admin Service. 

¶ Automatic uninstallation using the Snow Admin Service  
Snow Distribution records application access control with the 'MemberOf' keyword to the repository. 

The Snow Admin Service will routinely check each application's membership access and remove those 

applications the user no longer has access to. This means that an administrator can control a user's 

access to applications by group membership in domain or active directory groups. 

 

New functions 
¶ Timer(<DateTime>, <milliseconds>) 

A timer function which returns true when timestamp + x milliseconds is greater than the present time. 

¶ SendMail(<smtpserver>,<port>,<logonname>,<password>,<sender>,<recipients>,<subject>,<messag

e>,[<attachment>]) 

Sends a mail using the specified smtp server and port. 

¶ WMIGetSMBIOS() 

This function Returns BIOS version information. 

 

¶ WMISelect(<WQL SELECT Query>,<property>) 

This function executes a WQL Select query and returns a single instance.  
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Before beginning the evaluation:  

1. Evaluate thŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

2. Download the software. 

3. Obtain a license key. 

 

Evaluation Requirements  

¶ Operating System. It is recommended that the Snow Distribution Point is installed on a file 
server with Windows 2000, Windows 2003 or Windows 2008 Server running. 
The Snow Distribution Core Service should be installed on a Microsoft 2008 Server, Microsoft 
2003 Server, Microsoft Windows XP Professional, Microsoft Windows 2000 Server or 
Professional. The Snow Distribution Manager should be installed on a workstation with the 
Windows operating system version you are going to make distribution packages for. Snow 
Distribution supports distribution to Windows 9x, Windows NT, Windows 2000, Windows XP, 
Windows Vista and Windows 7. 

¶ Disk Space. The Snow Distribution Point requires 16MB of free disk space on the server. In 
addition, it will require free disk space to hold the distribution packages, which is dependent on 
the number and size of the applications to be distributed. The Snow Distribution Manager 
requires 25MB free disk space. 

¶ Database.  To enable the log functionality of Snow Distribution you need to have a Microsoft 
SQL server 2000, Microsoft SQL server 2005 or Microsoft SQL server 2008.  

 

Download Software 

Snow Distribution is available for download from www.snowsoftware.com.  

 

Obtain License Key 

To obtain a license key for evaluation or installation please contact Snow Software thru our website or 
via sales@snowsoftware.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.snowsoftware.com/
mailto:sales@snowsoftware.com
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Installation 
The installation is divided into three parts, the installation of the Snow Distribution Point, Snow Distribution 

Core Service and the installation of the Snow Distribution Manager. The Snow Distribution Point should be 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ΨŎƭŜŀƴΩ 

Windows workstation that will act as the reference computer for distribution packages.  

Snow Distribution Core service can be installed on the same computer as the Snow Distribution Point or on a 

separate computer. 

It is important that the computer Snow Distribution Core Service is installed on can access the database server 

that will be used for log functions and is accessible for the end user computers. If you are using an older version 

of Snow Distribution you will need to uninstall the Snow license count service since they are both using port 

19691. All the functionality in Snow license count service is now in Snow Distribution Core Service. 

The picture below gives you an overview on how the system is working. 
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Installing the Snow Distribution Point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To install Snow Distribution Point run the file 

άSDSetup51ΦŜȄŜέΦ 

 

Read the text on the start page and press 

ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 

 

 

Insert the license information provided by Snow 

Software. 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 
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Select the destination folder for Snow 

Distribution.  

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 

 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

selected settings. 



Snow Distribution 5.1 Installation and Evaluation Guide  8 

Installing the Snow Distribution Core Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To install Snow Distribution Core Service run the 

ŦƛƭŜ ά{5/ƻǊŜ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ{ŜǘǳǇΦŜȄŜέ 

The service can be installed on the same server as 

the Snow Distribution Point or on a separate 

computer. 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘinue.  

Insert the name of a SQL server which will be used 

by the logging feature in Snow Distribution. The 

username requires database owner (dbo) rights. 

 

Setup will create a database called 

SnowDistribution on the SQL server. 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳe. 

 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

selected settings. 
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Installing the Snow Distribution Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

To install Snow Distribution Manager run the file 

άSnowDM51ΦŜȄŜέΦ 

Snow Distribution Manager should be installed on 

ŀ ΨŎƭŜŀƴΩ Windows workstation that will act as the 

reference computer for distribution packages. 

wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ 

continue. 

Insert the license information provided by Snow 

Software. 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 

 

Select the destination folder for Snow 

Distribution Manager.  

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 
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Select the program folder for the Snow Distribution 

Manager menu shortcuts. 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 

 

Insert a user name to add as a  member of the 

SnowDistributionManager group. Only members of 

this group will be able to log into the Distribution 

Manager. To add the user currently logged into 

²ƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ǎŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ 

ƻƴ ǳǎŜǊΩ ōƻȄΦ  

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 

 

Insert the name of a SQL server which will be used 

by the logging feature in Snow Distribution. The 

username requires database owner (dbo) rights. 

 

Setup will create a database called 

SnowDistribution on the SQL server. 

You can skip the creation of the database, but then 

the logging feature will not be available. 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 
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tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

selected settings. 

 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨCƛƴƛǎƘΩ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ Ψwǳƴ 

{ƴƻǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƴƻǿΩ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ 

aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ΨCƛƴƛǎƘΩΦ  
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Setting up the Environment 

Client setup 

²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ {ƴƻǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ workstations, and make sure that Snow Menu 
is run every time the user logs into Windows. For fast and easy creation of the Snow Client Setup 
ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ Ψ¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳΣ Ψ/ƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ŀǎƪΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ǊŜŀǘŜ /ƭƛŜƴǘ 
Setup PackagŜΩ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

 

 

 

Client Setup Package Wizard 

Follow the steps in the Client Setup Package Wizard to create the Snow Distribution Client package. 

 

tǊŜǎǎ ΨbŜȄǘΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

welcome message. 
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Provide the package name and client destination 

folder. This is the folder on the client to where 

the required Snow Distribution files will be 

copied. 

 

Choose the distribution point for the package. 

This setting is obtained from the currently 

selected template. Override it if necessary. 

 

The wizard needs to know where to find the 

Snow Distribution program files. This will 

normally be the same as the Snow Distribution 

Point. A warning message will be displayed if any 

required files are missing from this folder. 

 



Snow Distribution 5.1 Installation and Evaluation Guide  14 

 

 

 

 

What the Client Setup Package does: 

Assuming the Snow Distribution Point can be found in P:\Snow as in the example in the last step of the 
wizard, you should put this command in the login script for all the users who will receive Snow 
Distribution Packages:  

 

P:\ Snow\ Snow32.exe Local_Snow 

 

This command will execute the script called Local_Snow when the user logs in. The Snow files will then 
be automatically copied to the user's workstation, and the registry will be updated to run Snow Menu 
each time Windows is started. Snow Menu will read all the application scripts in the local and central 
Snow database (c:\snow\snow.ini and P:\snow\snow.ini) and generate menu icons for the application 
packages that are available to the user. The actual application distribution doesn't take place until the 
user clicks on the application icon. After the automatic installation, the application is then started. 

 

Read the text on how to proceed after 

finishing the wizard. 

 tǊŜǎǎ ΨCƛƴƛǎƘΩ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛȊŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 

the package. 

 


